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ALONE AT CHRISTMASTIME
By S BARINGGOUy >

Is there can thoro bo a man mora
lonely than one returned from a far
country who haa been out of his home-
land for 20 years and cornea back
when his parents are dead his old
riends dispersed and the old neat

has passed to other occupants And
can his loneliness be mora emphasized
than when his return syncroiitees with
Christmas

That was my condition when I re-

visited
¬

tho mother country With a
beating heart and straining oyos I had
lopkod for tho flrst sight or dear old
America after having left It as a lad
hardly a man somo 20 yeara ago

J was back not to home I had no
homo now My heart began to fall
me my spirits decline when I reached
tho little country town near which I

had been born and where I had fleet-
ed the golden hours of childhood No
ono knew mc In tho churchyaid I
laid a wreath on the gravos where
lay dear old father and mothor I
looked at our house It bad been re-

built and was occupied by strangers
t wont through tho village Tho little
shops had fresh names over them
The old rector who hod baptized me
was dead The old school was gone

You Are Very Good

Tho ancient church had been jeno-
vated The village Inn was In now
hands Tho old Christmas was no
more No frost no snow no fclcles
only sludge and a drizzling rain

I returned from my visit to the vll
lage In deep depression I would
haste to the rooms I had taken In a
house In the town and spend my-

Ghrlstmas Eve with my pipe and glass
alone with not oven an old dog to-

le at ray feet and look up with speak-
Ing eyes Into my face and sympathize
wlfh me in my solitude I would pass
the qvenlng before the Hro looking
into the red coals not building castles
among tbefrt but watching the turn
Ullnj down of old cottages old farms
old reminiscences Into ash

I had done well In the other land
and had returned not a rich man but
with a competence

It bad been my wish my ambition
to scttlo in tho village ahout which
clung all my sweetest and holiest going anywhere
thoughts tb buy there n little land
to tread tho old pathsv ramble In the
same t woods look upon tho samo
Beeves dwelt among the sama people
remake a homo In the samo place
Put now Could It bo

HOW NATIONS DINE CHRISTMAS

payorlte Dishes for Yuktlde Dinner In-

Different Countries

While all tho nations of Chralpu
dom cotuhinto Yulotlde by fnasjlnff-
tha banquet varies greatly In different
countries John Dull ns everybody
kfowi t deeply nttnoliptl to roast
m < Mitl plum pudding nllhoURh ot-

t ytmr turkey ot poono baa lo-

tr t wteut lUeiJeW H iilrjolu

U > tflOG

As I walked back to my lodgings
through tho street and by tho market-
place folk were hurrying In all direc-
tions somo with bunches of holly In
their hands a girl or two with a sprig
of mistletoe slyly hid In her muff a
man wheeling a Christmas tree on a
barrow butchers boys carrying Joints
for tlje morrows dinner Plum pud-
dings and mince pies were displayed
in the confectioners shops The
chemist the hairdresser the seeds
man tho draper had stuffed their win-
dows with toys toys toys He who
had come to earth as a little child
had filled eory heart with thought
of tho littlo ones anj desire to make
Chrlitmas a day of joy to them I
had no tiny ones of my own no littlo
nieces and nephews no small cousins
for whom to provide anything I was
alono utterly desolately alone

As I pursued my way I saw a tall
slim girl walking before me with a
basket on her arm and I noticed that
tho bottom had come out and that
tho contents foil on the pavement
Of this sho was unaware I stooped
and picked up a little woolly lamb
then a something wrapped la paper

then a silver match box breaking
out of Its covering

Gnthorlng them together I tan after
the girland stopped her

Excuse jne i sald I Aro roua
female Hop p my Thumb dropping
tokens whereby your track my be
known

I showed her what I had collected
She colored aYid thanked me Then
I recognized hor as tho daughter of-

my landlady
You must allow mo said I to tie

my handkerchief round tho basket
and to cany It for you I Relieve
that wo go tho samo way

You are very good sho replied
We are about to hao a Christmas

iree Tor tho children this evening
and I luwe been waking some trifling

purchases as piesent3 f6r my brothers
and slstoVs and for papa and mamma
who must not bo forgotten

Thero go the candles I r ex-

claimed aS a cataract of red yellow
and green tapers shot out of the bas-

ket
And theios an orangol said she

as ono of those trult bounced forth
and fell and rolled away Into the
gutter

We weio foiced to stoop and col-

lect tho scattered wax lights and
then to tie my large handkerchief
about tho basket

What a fortunate thing said I
that I have got a good sized kerchief

In placo of ono of tho miserable little
rigs that do service nowadays That
Is because I cling to old customs
and when I was a bojr my mother al-

wajs gave ma something like a dish-

cloth In my pocket
Then wo proceeded on our way and

when we went Into the house sho roi-

ceived tho basket from meiand again
thanked me You must not remove
tho kerchief till all 3 unpacked I

said or thero wll be another dis-

charge of tho contents and then the
children will see what you have pro-

vided for them
Shall you be dining out to mor-

row asked the girl
I oh nol t have none to dine

with I know no ono horo
And this evening Shall you ba
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I oh nol I have nowhere whith
er to go S H

So we parted and I ascended to my
loom I mado up the fire and sat
down and reread tho nejvspaper-
Thero was much In It about the ap

Franco fooda mora dnlntlly chickon
forming tlie fa > orlta aisi supplement-
ed by lUor pudding rich jilth tnifflos
and seasoning TJio Spanish QhrUt-
nms ucludc i a boui ot >vbCI-

hluipnda and oroam fiitlowort by roa t-

U i nefaongdwltliJdinqn Rarllc nnd
all Thoso ullunt Ironchorinon tha-
nermann lovu hoavler nro nnd their
Yuln banquet comprUo roast soot
pork hoof tmiorkraut uluok pudding
nnd uMtttd Mpulen uocumimnlml by-

tloodt of ulo Huailit i piu U r u

Vpi caching feast I had the illustrated
papers They had lsSdod Christmas
Supplements with pictures of happy
family gatherlngs Old Futliei
Christmas of waits and i carol singers
I might perhaps heoxftlio watts and
singers I should certainly hear tho
Christmas bells Thattwould bo nil

I had done wlth m papers I sat
before the fire in fTtfrown study and
my spirits sank lowlr nnd over low-

er I recalled the old Chrlstmases 1

had spent at homVwlth my paronts-
I remembered how fhad looked into
my stockings on thojthoi hliig to soo-

if Old Father Christmas had visited
mo In tha night atfdjftad toft thero
soma pre vita tor tha Jood Boy

Alas No Father JChrlstmas would
visit me now All that was of tho
past the uttorl sand Irrevocably
past Mj-

I did not light rnyjcandles I could
read no more I noedcll no light for
my thoughts theytweif too dark to-

bo Illumined tliuVQjjJljSi-
As I stood thus musing I hoard n

tap at my doorJandjjShoutod Come
In Thero ensuedMlolay and I called
again Come IntVj JT

Then th door gpjned and I gaw-

somo little lieads joutsldd with golden
curls and flushed cheeks and a childs
volco aald Iloas3JMrt Whats your
name will you comoito our tree down
atairs ff-

I I 3-
A8 1 be3ltajted imio child said

Please Annie toldpato ask you
And then J saVinTa tall girl whom

I had assisted drawback Into the
dark behind fliemM-

M03j certalnlyilffiwlll as you are
so kind as to InvitffjSSV-

So I descended ami there wero my
landlord and lahdladyrtradlant with
happiness and thjijj flo children
danced beforo me Tmd said Ho Is
come is It notnicotJI Behlnd pres

i entered Anule omewhat shy
from

ontly
fy andprotending rshHliJd come
m kitchen tfpgK >

I was witness of llfeydollght of tho-

littlo ones oyer their s presents tho
woolly lamb a small cart a cannon
a doll the father toerVpalrof warm
stockings of Annioa knitting the
mother over a Bhawl also of her

TRUE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

tlonnl soup mado fromboot cabbago
sour cream and lootroots and this
Is froquontly fellowod by Buoklns 1lg-

A dish which makes its afipoaranfce
also at tha Christmas dlmiorx nt tha-
Vortugdaao

aroundi far Quiplolon
Well nelcod tho litwyor wh T ren-

on havo you to suipoot that your wlla
hat oeaaod to onro for your

Hhe trylnir tho uuiu with tha-

trouflud couutvuuuQt replied tu

work and I stood smiling and happy
when up sprang one of the children
and plucked from tho trco tho Bllver
match box

This said tho child U for Mr-

Whats his name Sister Aunlo said
It was for him

I was moved more than I can say
So snmo had been thinking of me
though I was only a lodger

IxjoU here sir said the father
youre a stnngor in tho country and

nt such a time as this tluro must bo-

no strangers You mu3t really sup
with us and dino also with us to-

morrow I can promise you a good
dlnnoi for It la of Annies making

All was changed I was a stranger
and they look me In I was lonely
and thoy mado of mo a friend

Christmas day 10 30 p m-

I returned to my room upstairs
mado up the lire and seated myself
before It I had spent a veiy pleasant
day and a pleasant evening boforo
that I did not now feel so discour-
aged

¬

so hopeloss That was a nlco
family very frlcndlv and considerate
And I began to build In tho fire I-

no longer saw only ruins I saw as-

It were a pleasant homo rise out of-

tho coals and a pleasing face looked
up at mo out of them very much like
that of Annie Ah If tho old home
was gone might I not build one that
would bo now I need no longer llo-
In tho past but look to the future and
next Christmas please Cod I would
not bo alone that Is if Annlo but I
cannot sny will consent to put an
end to my loneliness and help In
building up a future

Of Interest to Stockholders
Jaspar I hear that Santa Claus haa

given up his yearly rounds
Jumpuppe You dont tell me-

Jaspar Yes Ho has nccopted a
regular position on tho Salaries Com-

mittees of various big corporations
Town Topics i

A Holiday Reflection
A Christmas tree is a good deal llko-

a wife
Hows that
Its the trimmings that cost Chi-

cago Record Herald

THE

make mo consent to play Santa Clans
In n suit that she has decorated with
hunches ot cotton Chicago Hocord-
Hoinld

Teieheri Want Representation
TIiu llduiutlonul Institute of Scot-

land nt Ita annual mooting In J3dln
burgh adopted a proposal to rMao-
a fund ot > 10000 to enable tho Initl-
tuto to nomluatu a repreuentntlve ol-

tho tenoning prv e lou or parity
moat
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TO GET THE BEST EFFECTS

Things Worth Remembering When
Having Room Papered

When about to havo a room papered
take into consideration the size of tho
room tho height of tho celling and tho
number nnd arrangement of the win-
dows ns well as tho uso to which tho
room Is put and tho probable number
and kinds of pictures you Intend to
hang upon tho walls

Small patterns add to the apparent
slzo and aro good in a small room
Striped effects glvo height and should
bo cmplojcd where tho ceilings nro
unduly low Plain papers aro also
sultablo In small rooms nnd aro best
calculated to show off engravings to
good advantngo-

Wlioro tho ceiling Is unusually high
and a plain paper hns boon used u
dado of a contrasting or harmonizing
color run nbout tho top Just undor-
tho celling molding Improves matters

Yellow paper lights up a dark room
or ono with a northern exposure beau-
tifully lied paper Is charming In a
library where tho woodwork Is dark
and too sharp a contrast to the dingy
covering of many beloved books must
bo avoided but it has a tendency to-

waid darkening tho room If the win-

dows nro not very advantageously ar-

ranged
Gicen paper combined with whlto

paint Is delightful in a sunny room
of southern exposure but green paper
Is usually a fortunato cholco for It
can almost alwa > s be mado to liar
monlzo with tho other furnishings

Paper carried over the celling gives
a better effect than It tho ceiling Is-

calclmlned and adds to tho apparent
loftiness of the apartment

SIGNS OF AGE IN POULTRY

Certain Marks Reveal Everything to
Experienced Housewife

dzrI-n choosing poultry tlio ago of tho
bird Is the mosflmpoftant point for
consideration When selecting a tur-

koy remember that a young bird has
smooth shiny black legs whorcas
those ot an old ono aro rough and
reddish If tho bird is freshly killed
tho eyes aro full and bright and tho
feet moist

Tho combs and legs of chickens aro
smooth in tho joung fowl but tough In-

an old one
When choosing geese seo that tho

bills and foot nro jellow nnd have few
hairs on them Old birds have a de-

elded red tingo on botli Tho feet
should be pliablo when freshly killed
but becomo dry and stiff If they Jiave
been killed somo time Geese are
called green until thoy nro two or-

threo months old
Ducks aro chosen by their feet

which should be supple Wild ducks
havo reddish feet while those of tho-

tamo duck aro yellow A fresh duck
should havo a plump hard breast

Tama pigeons nro larger than tho
wild pigeons and tho feet llkd thoso-

of poultry show tho ago ot tho bird
When tho aio Biipple tho bird IS

young when stiff It to ola-

Plgeona should always be eaten
while thoy aro fresh when they look
flabby and discolored about the under
part thoy have been kepi too lon

Rainy Day Closet
Rainy days often mean trouble In-

tho household where thero are plenty
of children and Bomo ono haa sug-

gested
¬

that tho mother ot such a
brood would do woll to provide herself
with a ralnydny closet

To It will find their way special
playthings reserved for state occas-

ions pictures scrapbooks paste pots
scissors old magazines and paint
boxes Anything in fact that can
provldo Indoor amusement When
tho rainy day cornea round the closet
may be opened and a distribution ot
its blessings made

Children delight In novelty and
tho very fact that thero Is a special
treat reserved for tho days when tho
sun doesnt shine will go a long way
toward alleviating any disappointment
over tho putting off of outofdooi
games and pleasures

Fugettea
Melt together ono Bquaro choco-

late and two tableapoonfuls but-

ter measured lovel Add two cup
granulated sugar and ono cup milk
noil until It forma littlo bulls when
droppod In cold Water then Btlr until
nearly Imrd Ttitn oi to buttered
plntoa to cool and When nearly coif
warH lii qulros

Tunnel Under Chlneio Wll-
Tho uront Wall ot Chimv will eoon-

bo undermined In ona pl c by mil
way tunnel A


